January 9, 2017

OUTSIDER ART FAIR ANNOUNCES THE BARACK OBAMA READINGS
In honor of Inauguration Day, The Outsider Art Fair is pleased to announce a tribute to
President Barack Obama.
In recognition of his service over the past eight years, the fair will offer attendees and
invited guests the opportunity to choose quotes from the President’s speeches,
interviews, and appearances, and to either recite or perform them at the fair during
designated times beginning on Friday, January 20th, and continuing throughout the
weekend.
The selected quotes can be accessed at http://www.outsiderartfair.com/obamareadings.
All are welcome to submit additional quotes via email to info@outsiderartfair.com and a
time slot for a reading will be scheduled.
*Participants will be given free entry into the fair.
“At this moment in our nation’s history, it is imperative to acknowledge the inspired
leadership that America has proven it can produce. Barack Obama set an example for
our country and the world: one of intelligence, class, humor, empathy, humanity, openmindedness and love. Many have expressed how much President Obama will be
missed. We are confident that his voice will continue to be strong in the coming years.
The Outsider Art Fair is proud to take this moment to acknowledge with deep gratitude
President Barack Obama, his family, and their contribution to our country.”
-Andrew Edlin, CEO Wide Open Arts, LLC
Schedule for the Barack Obama Readings:
Friday, Jan. 20, 3-5 PM
Saturday, Jan. 21, 3-5 PM
Sunday, Jan. 22, 3-5 PM

Quotes by President Barack Obama
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1) "Change will not come if we wait for some other person or some other time. We are
the ones we've been waiting for. We are the change that we seek."
2) "The future rewards those who press on. I don't have time to feel sorry for myself. I
don't have time to complain. I'm going to press on."
3) "If you were successful, somebody along the line gave you some help...
Somebody helped to create this unbelievable American system that we have that
allowed you to thrive. Somebody invested in roads and bridges. If you've got a
business - you didn't build that. Somebody else made that happen."
4) "We need to internalize this idea of excellence. Not many folks spend a lot of
time trying to be excellent."
5) "It was not a religion that attacked us that September day. It was al-Qaeda. We
will not sacrifice the liberties we cherish or hunker down behind walls of suspicion and
mistrust."
6) "The arc of the moral universe may bend towards justice, but it doesn't bend on
its own."
7) "We cannot stop every act of senseless violence. We cannot know every evil
that lurks in troubled minds. But if we can prevent even one tragedy like this, save even
one life, spare other families what these families are going through, certainly we've got
an obligation to try."
8) "Those of us who have the privilege to serve this country have an obligation to do
our job as best we can. We come from different parties, but we are Americans first. And
that's why disagreement cannot mean dysfunction. It can't degenerate into hatred. The
American people's hopes and dreams are what matters, not ours. Our obligations are to
them. Our regard for them compels us all, Democrats and Republicans, to cooperate,
and compromise, and act in the best interests of our nation –- one nation, under God,
indivisible with liberty and justice for all."
9) "So long as our relationship is defined by our differences, we will empower those who
sow hatred rather than peace, those who promote conflict rather than the cooperation
that can help all of our people achieve justice and prosperity. This cycle of suspicion and
discord must end."
10) "It was young people who stubbornly insisted on justice, stubbornly refused to
accept the world as it is that transformed not just the country but transformed the world."
11) "It's not enough to celebrate the ideals that we're built on, liberty and justice
and equality for all. Those just can't be words on paper, the work of every generation is
to make those words mean something, concrete in the lives of our children. And we
won't get there as long as kids in Baltimore or Ferguson or New York or Appalachia or
the Mississippi delta or the Pine Ridge reservation believe that their lives are somehow
worthless."
Wide Open Arts
212 Bowery, New York NY 10012
+ 1 212 337 3338 | info@outsiderartfair.com

12) "No other advanced nation endures this kind of violence. None. Here in America,
the murder rate is three times what it is in other developed nations. The murder rate with
guns is ten times what it is in other developed nations. And there's nothing inevitable
about it. It comes about because of decisions we make or fail to make. And it falls upon
us to make it different."
13) "Some people speak of freedom of speech when they’re out of power. Once they’re
in power they’re ruthless in suppressing the rights of others."
14) "What Washington needs is adult supervision."
15) "No, you don’t get to deny women their basic right and pretend it’s about your
religious freedom. If you don’t like birth control, don’t use it. Religious freedom doesn’t
mean you can force others to."
16) "One of the things I think I can bring to the Presidency is to make government and
public service cool again."
17) "We will not apologize for our way of life, nor will we waver in its defense. And for
those who seek to advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering innocents, we
say to you now that our spirit is stronger and cannot be broken -- you cannot outlast us,
and we will defeat you."
18) "To those who cling to power through corruption and deceit and the silencing of
dissent, know that you are on the wrong side of history, but that we will extend a hand if
you are willing to unclench your fist."
19) "So let us mark this day with remembrance of who we are and how far we have
traveled. In the year of America's birth, in the coldest of months, a small band of patriots
huddled by dying campfires on the shores of an icy river. The capital was abandoned.
The enemy was advancing. The snow was stained with blood. At the moment
when the outcome of our revolution was most in doubt, the father of our nation ordered
these words to be read to the people: 'Let it be told to the future world...that in the depth
of winter, when nothing but hope and virtue could survive... that the city and the country,
alarmed at one common danger, came forth to meet [it].'
20) "I want to especially thank all the members who took a break from their exhausting
schedule of not passing any laws to be here tonight."
21) "I tease Joe sometimes, but he has been at my side for seven years, I love that man.
He’s not just a great vice president, he is a great friend. We’ve gotten so close in some
places in Indiana, they won’t serve us pizza anymore."
22) "He didn’t know he was being used by God. (Applause.) Blinded by hatred, the
alleged killer could not see the grace surrounding Reverend Pinckney and that
Bible study group -- the light of love that shone as they opened the church doors
and invited a stranger to join in their prayer circle. The alleged killer could have never
anticipated the way the families of the fallen would respond when they saw him in court
-- in the midst of unspeakable grief, with words of forgiveness. He couldn’t imagine
that."
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Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost, but
now I’m found; was blind but now I see.
For too long, we were blind to the pain that the Confederate flag stirred in too many of
our citizens. (Applause.) It’s true, a flag did not cause these murders. But as people
from all walks of life, Republicans and Democrats, now acknowledge -- including
Governor Haley, whose recent eloquence on the subject is worthy of praise -- (applause)
-- as we all have to acknowledge, the flag has always represented more than just
ancestral pride. (Applause.) For many, black and white, that flag was a reminder of
systemic oppression and racial subjugation. We see that now.
Removing the flag from this state’s capitol would not be an act of political correctness; it
would not be an insult to the valor of Confederate soldiers. It would simply be an
acknowledgment that the cause for which they fought -- the cause of slavery -- was
wrong -- -- the imposition of Jim Crow after the Civil War, the resistance to civil rights for
all people was wrong. It would be one step in an honest accounting of America’s
history; a modest but meaningful balm for so many unhealed wounds. It would be an
expression of the amazing changes that have transformed this state and this country for
the better, because of the work of so many people of goodwill, people of all races striving
to form a more perfect union. By taking down that flag, we express God’s grace."
23) "For too long, we’ve been blind to the unique mayhem that gun violence inflicts
upon this nation. (Applause.) Sporadically, our eyes are open: When eight of our
brothers and sisters are cut down in a church basement, 12 in a movie theater, 26 in an
elementary school. But I hope we also see the 30 precious lives cut short by gun
violence in this country every single day; the countless more whose lives are forever
changed -- the survivors crippled, the children traumatized and fearful every day as they
walk to school, the husband who will never feel his wife’s warm touch, the entire
communities whose grief overflows every time they have to watch what happened to
them happen to some other place."
The vast majority of Americans -- the majority of gun owners -- want to do
something about this. We see that now. (Applause.) And I'm convinced that by
acknowledging the pain and loss of others, even as we respect the traditions and ways
of life that make up this beloved country -- by making the moral choice to change, we
express God’s grace."
24) Tonight, I can report to the American people and to the world that the United States
has conducted an operation that killed Osama bin Laden, the leader of al Qaeda, and a
terrorist who’s responsible for the murder of thousands of innocent men, women, and
children."
It was nearly 10 years ago that a bright September day was darkened by the worst
attack on the American people in our history. The images of 9/11 are seared into our
national memory -- hijacked planes cutting through a cloudless September sky; the Twin
Towers collapsing to the ground; black smoke billowing up from the Pentagon; the
wreckage of Flight 93 in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, where the actions of heroic citizens
saved even more heartbreak and destruction. And yet we know that the worst images
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are those that were unseen to the world. The empty seat at the dinner table.
Children who were forced to grow up without their mother or their father. Parents who
would never know the feeling of their child’s embrace. Nearly 3,000 citizens taken from
us, leaving a gaping hole in our hearts."
On September 11, 2001, in our time of grief, the American people came together. We
offered our neighbors a hand, and we offered the wounded our blood. We reaffirmed our
ties to each other, and our love of community and country. On that day, no matter where
we came from, what God we prayed to, or what race or ethnicity we were, we were
united as one American family."
25)"Now, everybody is sad when their side loses an election. But the day after, we
have to remember that we’re actually all on one team. This is an intramural scrimmage.
We’re not Democrats first. We're not Republicans first. We are Americans first. We’re
patriots first. We all want what’s best for this country.
But to the young people who got into politics for the first time, and may be disappointed
by the results, I just want you to know, you have to stay encouraged. Don’t get cynical.
Don’t ever think you can’t make a difference. As Secretary Clinton said this morning,
fighting for what is right is worth it.
Sometimes you lose an argument. Sometimes you lose an election. The path that this
country has taken has never been a straight line. We zig and zag, and sometimes we
move in ways that some people think is forward and others think is moving back. And
that's okay."
26) "Today we are engaged in a deadly global struggle for those who would
intimidate, torture, and murder people for exercising the most basic freedoms. If we are
to win this struggle and spread those freedoms, we must keep our own moral
compass pointed in a true direction."
27) "We didn't become the most prosperous country in the world just by rewarding
greed and recklessness. We didn't come this far by letting the special interests
run wild. We didn't do it just by gambling and chasing paper profits on Wall Street. We
built this country by making things, by producing goods we could sell."
28) "One of the great strengths of the United States is... we have a very large Christian
population - we do not consider ourselves a Christian nation or a Jewish nation or
a Muslim nation. We consider ourselves a nation of citizens who are bound by ideals
and a set of values."
29) "In the white community, the path to a more perfect union means acknowledging
that what ails the African-American community does not just exist in the minds
of black people; that the legacy of discrimination - and current incidents of discrimination,
while less overt than in the past - are real and must be addressed."
30) "We want everybody to act like adults, quit playing games, realize that it's not just my
way or the highway."
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31) "My fellow Americans, we are and always will be a nation of immigrants. We
were strangers once, too."
32) "I miss Saturday morning, rolling out of bed, not shaving, getting into my car with my
girls, driving to the supermarket, squeezing the fruit, getting my car washed,
taking walks."
33) "Even when folks are hitting you over the head, you can't stop marching. Even
when they're turning the hoses on you, you can't stop."
34) We're not a fragile people. We're not a frightful people. Our power doesn't come
from some self-declared savior promising that he alone can restore order as long as we
do things his way. We don't look to be ruled."
35) "Now, anybody who thinks that we can move this economy forward with just a few
folks at the top doing well, hoping that it's going to trickle down to working
people who are running faster and faster just to keep up, you'll never see it."
36) "What I think is fair to say is that, coming out of the Republican camp, there
have been efforts to suggest that perhaps I'm not who I say I am when it comes to
my faith - something which I find deeply offensive, and that has been going on for a
pretty long time."
37) "A mother deserves a day off to care for a sick child or sick parent without running
into hardship - and you know what, a father does, too. It's time to do away
with workplace policies that belong in a 'Mad Men' episode."
38) "Focusing your life solely on making a buck shows a certain poverty of ambition. It
asks too little of yourself. Because it's only when you hitch your wagon
to something larger than yourself that you realize your true potential."
39) "Cutting the deficit by gutting our investments in innovation and education is
like lightening an overloaded airplane by removing its engine. It may make you
feel like you're flying high at first, but it won't take long before you feel the impact."
40) "I think what you're seeing is a profound recognition on the part of the
American people that gays and lesbians and transgender persons are our brothers,
our sisters, our children, our cousins, our friends, our co-workers, and that they've got to
be treated like every other American. And I think that principle will win out."
41) "We can't drive our SUVs and eat as much as we want and keep our homes on
72 degrees at all times... and then just expect that other countries are going to say
OK. That's not leadership. That's not going to happen."
42) "No one is pro-abortion."
43) "Unlike my opponent, I will not let oil companies write this country's energy plan,
or endanger our coastlines, or collect another $4 billion in corporate welfare from
our taxpayers."
44) "The shift to a cleaner energy economy won’t happen overnight, and it will
require tough choices along the way. But the debate is settled. Climate change is a fact."
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45) "Let's be honest - tracking down, rounding up, and deporting millions of people
isn't realistic. Anyone who suggests otherwise isn't being straight with you. It's also
not who we are as Americans."
46) "Whether our forebears were strangers who crossed the Atlantic or the Pacific or the
Rio Grande, we are here only because this country welcomed them in and
taught them that to be an American is about something more than what we look like, or
what our last names are, or how we worship."
47) "We also can't try to take over and rebuild every country that falls into crisis. That's
not leadership; that's a recipe for quagmire, spilling American blood and treasure
that ultimately weakens us. It's the lesson of Vietnam, of Iraq - and we should have
learned it by now."
48) "Our brand of democracy is hard. But I can promise that a year from now, when I
no longer hold this office, I'll be right there with you as a citizen - inspired by those voices
of fairness and vision, of grit and good humor and kindness that have helped America
travel so far."
49) "I think when you spread the wealth around it's good for everybody."
50) "Food Stamp recipients didn't cause the financial crisis; recklessness on Wall
Street did."
51) "Our public life withers when only the most extreme voices get attention. Most of all,
democracy breaks down when the average person feels their voice doesn't matter; that
the system is rigged in favor of the rich or the powerful or some narrow interest."
52) "We need to reject any politics that targets people because of race or religion. This
isn't a matter of political correctness. It's a matter of understanding what makes
us strong. The world respects us not just for our arsenal; it respects us for our diversity
and our openness and the way we respect every faith."
53) "It comes as a shock at a certain point where you realize no matter how much you
love these kids, you can’t do it by yourself, that this job of keeping our children safe and
teaching them well is something we can only do together, with the help of friends
and neighbors, the help of a community and the help of a nation." We know our time on
this Earth is fleeting. We know that we will each have our share of pleasure and pain,
that even after we chase after some earthly goal, whether it’s wealth or power or fame or
just simple comfort, we will, in some fashion, fall short of what we had hoped. We know
that, no matter how good our intentions, we’ll all stumble sometimes in some way. We’ll
make mistakes, we’ll experience hardships and even when we’re trying to do the right
thing, we know that much of our time will be spent groping through the darkness, so
often unable to discern God’s heavenly plans. There’s only one thing we can be sure of,
and that is the love that we have for our children, for our families, for each other.
The warmth of a small child’s embrace, that is true."
54) "But I can tell you what I think served me well in this office, and that is this basic
optimism and a capacity to take the long view on things. I don't buy the hype when
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everybody is saying how wonderful things are and how great I am, and I don't get too
down when people say, "This is a disaster and he's done for."
55) "Early in my presidency, I went to Cairo to make a speech to the Muslim world. And
in the afternoon, after the speech, we took helicopters out to the pyramids. And they had
emptied the pyramids for us, and we could just wander around for a couple hours [at] the
pyramids and the Sphinx. And the pyramids are one of those things that live up to the
hype. They’re elemental in ways that are hard to describe. And you’re going to these
tombs and looking at the hieroglyphics and imagining the civilization that built these
iconic images.
And I still remember it—because I hadn’t been president that long at that point—thinking
to myself, There were a lot of people during the period when these pyramids were built
who thought they were really important. And there was the equivalent of cable news and
television and newspapers and Twitter and people anguishing over their relative
popularity or position at any given time. And now it’s all just covered in dust and sand.
And all that people know [today] are the pyramids.
Sometimes I carry with me that perspective, which tells me that my particular worries on
any given day—how I’m doing in the polls or what somebody is saying about me … for
good or for ill—isn’t particularly relevant. What is relevant is: What am I building that
lasts?
And here in the United States, hopefully, what we’re building are not just pyramids, are
not icons to one pharaoh. What we’re building is a culture and a way of living together
that we can look back on and say, [This] was good, was inclusive, was kind, was
innovative, was able to fulfill the dreams of as many people as possible. And that part of
my temperament I think has served me well."
56) "I do really well with the zero to eight demographic…partly because my ears are big,
so I look like a cartoon character. And also because little kids love saying my name, as if
it was one word: barackobama."
57) "So regardless of the station that we occupy, we all have to try harder. We all have to
start with the premise that each of our fellow citizens loves this country just as much as
we do; that they value hard work and family just like we do; that their children are just as
curious and hopeful and worthy of love as our own. And that's not easy to do. For too
many of us, it's become safer to retreat into our own bubbles, whether in our
neighborhoods or on college campuses, or places of worship, or especially our social
media feeds, surrounded by people who look like us and share the same political outlook
and never challenge our assumptions. The rise of naked partisanship, and increasing
economic and regional stratification, the splintering of our media into a channel for every
taste — all this makes this great sorting seem natural, even inevitable. And increasingly,
we become so secure in our bubbles that we start accepting only information, whether
it's true or not, that fits our opinions, instead of basing our opinions on the evidence that
is out there."
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58) "If I had told you eight years ago that America would reverse a great recession,
reboot our auto industry, and unleash the longest stretch of job creation in our history…
If I had told you that we would open up a new chapter with the Cuban people, shut down
Iran’s nuclear weapons program without firing a shot, and take out the mastermind of
9/11… If I had told you that we would win marriage equality, and secure the right to
health insurance for another 20 million of our fellow citizens—you might have said our
sights were set a little too high."
59) "After my election, there was talk of a post-racial America. Such a vision, however
well-intended, was never realistic. For race remains a potent and often divisive force in
our society. I’ve lived long enough to know that race relations are better than they were
10, or 20, or 30 years ago—you can see it not just in statistics, but in the attitudes of
young Americans across the political spectrum. But we’re not where we need to be. All of
us have more work to do. After all, if every economic issue is framed as a struggle
between a hardworking white middle class and undeserving minorities, then workers of
all shades will be left fighting for scraps while the wealthy withdraw further into their
private enclaves. If we decline to invest in the children of immigrants, just because they
don’t look like us, we diminish the prospects of our own children—because those brown
kids will represent a larger share of America’s workforce. And our economy doesn’t have
to be a zero-sum game."
60) "If you’re tired of arguing with strangers on the internet, try to talk with one in real
life."
61) "If something needs fixing, lace up your shoes and do some organizing. If you’re
disappointed by your elected officials, grab a clipboard, get some signatures, and run for
office yourself. Show up. Dive in. Persevere. Sometimes you’ll win. Sometimes you’ll
lose."
62) "Science allows us to communicate across the seas and fly above the clouds, to
cure disease and understand the cosmos, but those same discoveries can be turned into
ever more efficient killing machines. The wars of the modern age teach us this truth.
Hiroshima teaches this truth. Technological progress without an equivalent progress in
human institutions can doom us. The scientific revolution that led to the splitting of an
atom requires a moral revolution as well. That is why we come to this place. We stand
here in the middle of this city and force ourselves to imagine the moment the bomb fell.
We force ourselves to feel the dread of children confused by what they see. We listen to
a silent cry. We remember all the innocents killed across the arc of that terrible war and
the wars that came before and the wars that would follow. Mere words cannot give voice
to such suffering. But we have a shared responsibility to look directly into the eye of
history and ask what we must do differently to curb such suffering again."
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